THE MATHEMATICAL TRIPOS
enable him to go to a university. Increase in the sum spent on education, improved methods of teaching, the provision of scholarships to the universities and the like, cannot be expected to increase to any great extent the number of quite exceptional men. They can, however, and do, increase the number of able men available for the service of the State, for our industries and for the promotion of science. They may be compared with improvements in telescopes which, while they do not reveal new stars of the first magnitude, which can be seen without them, do bring to light multitudes of new worlds.
I took the Tripos Examination in January 1880. The thing about it which remains most clearly in my memory is that I suffered from a bad attack of insomnia during the last five days, and got very little sleep. Insomnia is even more unpleasant in Cambridge than in most other places, for since several clocks chime each quarter of an hour you know exactly how much sleep you have lost, and this makes you lose more. Though the nights were very unpleasant I do not think they had much effect on my work in the examination, for when I got started on a paper the feeling of fatigue passed away. I had a shampoo between the morning and afternoon papers and got much sympathy from the barber, who said he was glad he was not in my shoes. I came out Second Wrangler ; Larmor was Senior. I was very well satisfied with the result, as I was quite as high up as I ever expected to be. I had a return of insomnia in the Smith's Prize Examination and actually had a short doze in the afternoon paper at the Observatory. This may, however, have been due to the excellent lunch which Professor and Mrs Adams provided for us.